
OLVER ANNOUNCES $349,200 FOR CUMMINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT
November 26, 2003

  
         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced         today that the U.S. Department of Homeland Security has awarded $349,200         to the Cummington Fire Department for a pumper truck. The new truck will         replace a more than 30-year-old pumper truck that is used as its primary         response vehicle. The new vehicle will meet the most current equipment         and safety standards.

         The grant was awarded through the 2003 Assistance         to Firefighters Grant Program, a program of the Federal Emergency Management         Agency (FEMA). FEMA is an agency within the U.S. Department of Homeland         Security.

         “         Having the proper fire protection equipment is         crucial to the safety of the fire fighters, residents and visitors in         our region,” Olver said. “Often, our communities do not have         the budget capacity to support these large, yet necessary, purchases         on their own. With these federal funds, Cummington will be able to obtain         a four-wheel drive high capacity pumper truck capable of providing services         throughout the hill towns.”

         This grant will cover 90 percent of the cost         of replacing a 1972 pumper truck. Cummington’s territory covers         more that 150 square miles including primary and automatic aid. Their         response area includes the 23 square miles of the town of Cummington         and fire protection calls for the surrounding five communities. With         the rural nature of the landscape, a reliable pumper, capable of accessing         water reserves in mountainous and rugged terrain, is critical.

         The Cummington Fire Department is one of 635         departments across the country to receive funding under the latest disbursement         of the 2003 Assistance to Firefighters Grant program. The program awards         one-year grants directly to local fire departments, enhancing their abilities         to respond to fire and fire-related hazards in their communities. To         date, more than 6,400 fire departments have received more than $478 million         in direct assistance. Fire departments receiving the awards represent         a cross section of the nation’s fire service, including those from         urban, suburban and rural areas as well as those made up of paid and         volunteer firefighters and those that are a combination of both.

         ###

           For more information, contact Chief Bernard Forgea at 413-787-9071. For more information on the Assistance to Firefighters Grant program, please visit www.usfa.fema.gov.
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